LIFEgroup Curriculum LIFE groups
GOD’S ATTRIBUTES (part 2) —_—
TRAITS WE SHARE WITH HIM

Participant’ s Gui de November 16th 2008

Memory Verse: Galatians 5:22-23a
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.

Getting Started

Picture this scene: It is a frigid December afternoon. You are bundled up in
your new blue coat, passing out sandwiches downtown with your LIFEgroup. You feel
pretty good about yourself, as you show righteousness, love and mercy — all the big
ones! You hand out the next plastic-covered sandwich, and an old man quietly says,
“Thank you."’ You pause for a moment . You have beel
afternoon without thinking twice about it. But now you feel pathetic. Something does
not seem right. Then it hits you. Here you are in the comfort of your blue coat, while
the man who just passed can barely keep warm. What feelings rise up within you? Are
they feelings of guilt? Sadness? Compassion? Anger? You have heard in church that
God wants Christians to act differently from the rest of the world, yet you realize we
can be as apathetic to the injustice around us as the next person. We have seen
Go d’ srcynshowered upon us, yet we do not necessarily extend the same grace to
others.

It is crucial to remember that although we share these attributes with God, no
attribute is completely displayed in us, since we, as humans have limitations. Too
often we use that as an excuse and then fail to live up to the high calling that we have
in Christ. The question to ask ourselves is whether we are giving fame or shame to
the Lord Jesus.

Christ lived on earth as a man and died, not only to atone for our sins, but also
so that we may understand who God is, and how we are to be like Him. The attributes

we will briefly discuss in thislessonar e God’' s 1) hol i ness, 2) ri ght e
4) love, and 5) mercy - God’ s mor al attributes. Y oeu stuondiy | | see t
God’'s character, the true joy of salvation comes \

call for us to be more like Him.
GOD6S HOLI NESS

Throughout Scriptures, God is characterized as the Holy One (Psalm 71:22; 89:18,;
Isaiah 1:4; 5:19). What doesitmean to say that God is holy? 1t m
apart” from sin and “devoted to seeking his own hoc
He commands us to be set apart from the world because He sees the danger of living
in the world apart from Him. God desires for us to live as He intended.



Discussion

1. Read the following Scriptures and consider why God calls us to be holy:
Leviticus 11:44-45

1Peter 1:14-16

The bottom line is this: We are to be because God is

2. Read Romans 12:1-3. God calls us to a very high standard. Think about the terms
holy, living, and sacrifice separately.

Holy

Living

Sacrifice

3. How is living a life of holy sacrifice more of a positive action (choosing to obey
God) rather than a negative action (refraining from certain behaviors?)

GOD6S RI GHTEOUSNESS AND JUSTI CE

In the English language, righteousness and justice are two different words, but these
two words are actually the same word in the original Hebrew Old Testament and the
Greek New Testament. To state that God is righteous is to say that God is the ultimate

standard of what is right and just.

Discussion

What comes to mind when you hear the words righteousness and justice? What do
righteousness and justice mean to you?

i We may s-psiceniro @od, which is mercy, but we never see injustice in God."
- R.C. Sproul

So, now we understand why God is both righteous and just, and why it is important
that He is those things. Romans 3:25-26 states that God is consistent even in His
dealing with us when speaking of Jesus Christ, iwhom God put forward as a
propitiation by his bl ood, to be received by fait!l
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It
was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the
justifier o f the one who has faith in Jesus. 0

This attribute of God appears more than 800 times in Scripture. Yet how much do we
think about living righteously and pursuing justice in the world around us?


http://www.theopedia.com/R.C._Sproul

1. Read and discuss with your LIFEgroup what God says about pursuing after
righteousness and justice:

Genesis 18:18-19

Matthew 5:6

2. You can pursue justice in more ways than feeding the homeless. You can get
involved in a mentoring program for underprivileged kids. How about
volunteering with special-needs students, or orphans and widows in your
church? You can stand against domestic violence or racism that may be
present, though hidden, within a church body. You can actively seek after
righteousness in the workplace on ethical issues. What is one practical action
to which you or your small group can commit yourselves to show your pursuit
after justice?(Matthew 25:33-46)

GOD6 S WRATH

John 3:18-19
Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the
darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil

Many people in our culture describe God as a God o
know Hi m. While folks may | ike to talk about God’
not (and we’' ||l tal k about God’'s |l ove in the next
also a God of wrath. He rightfully displays and acts upon His anger in specific

circumstances, and He i s just in doing so. One di

vengeful anger or indignation 2: retributory punishment for an offense or a crime:
divine chas t i sement i

Discussion

1. What provoke
tions t

God’' s wr at
si tua t

S h? Read and discuss the
hat arouse he Lord’s anger:
Nahum 1:2-8

Ephesians 5:6

2. How often do you think of this attribute as one for which you should be thankful?
Why or why not?

You may hesitate to think of God in this way because you see wrath as how we
often respond in anger — irritably, flippantly, impulsively or cruelly — instead of seeing
it as a required reaction against sin. People usually feel anxious in thinking about God
this way. But think of what it would be like if God were not extreme in hating evil,
injustice and sin. What if He were pleased by these things or apathetic toward them?
We should recognize that offense at sin is a desirable quality.

We mu st al so realize that i ncurring God’'s wrath is
themselves.

PPN



3. Read Romans 2:1-10. What is the apostle Paul warning us against? How seriously
do you consider your own sins against God and others?

4. What is true repentance? What does Romans 2:1-10 say about those who do not
seek after true repentance in their own lives?

5. Have you been imitating God’s wrath in the
life? In other words, do you get angry about your own sin? What is something that

Hehas been pressing upon your hear't to repent

thought about this, take some time now to reflect on an area in your life where God
is asking you to repent.

It is common for Christians to talk about being saved from their sins or from

eternity in hell. But Paul reminds us that w e
therefore we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by

him from the wrath of God.. More than that, w e
Jesus Chri st through whom we have now received

Saved From What?

i Wh at do we need to be saved fr om?i Wefromeigkey t
stones, not from hurricanes, not from military defeats. What every human being needs
to be saved from is God. The last thing in the world the impenitent sinner ever wants

to meet on the other side of the grave is God. But the glory of the gospel is that the
One from whom we need to be saved is the very One who saves us. God in saving us
saves us from Hi msel f . o0

- R. C. Sproul
GOD6S LOVE
God loves us! There is no better waytoex pl ain God’'s | ove fo
John 3:16-1 7 : “For God so | oved the worl d, t hat

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him."” That i s great news.

To satisfy God’'s righteous wrath, Chri st

love in doing this is all the more amazing.

The Greek word for gospel (euangelion) |l iterally means “good
God showed His love for us in the greatest way possible, we cannot help but extend
our |l ove back to Hi m! Wh at shoul d be ouWesus mme
says, “You shal/l |l ove the Lord your God with
wi th all your mi nd. This is the great -38)d fi
Anot her i mmedi ate response to God’'s | ove is
shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law

2: 39

and the Prophets”-4Q0.Matt hew 2
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of those who trust Him to be their Lord and Savior. Read in Romans 5:6-8 why God’ s

Py



Discussion

1. In 1 John 4:7-12 who is the source and initiator of love? When Christians show
God' s |l ove to one another, wh a't happens?

Easy or Hard?
Showing Godés Love to Others in Your Life

Think about how you show God’'s | ove to your s p
extended family members, friends, coworkers, bosses, the person who cuts you off on
the road, neighbors, strangers or even enemies. Note on the chart below how easy or
difficult it is to show love to all the people you encounter daily.

People | Encounter Daily Easy to Show Love Hard to Show Love

Spouse

Children

Other Family Members

Friends

Coworkers

Bosses

Drivers on the Road

Neighbors

Strangers

Enemies

GOD6S MERCY

A natur al extension of God’'s |l ove is His mercy t heéa
may be defined as His goodness given freely upon people in the midst of suffering and

despair.

Discussion

Discuss the nature of the mercy God offers in the following verses:
Exodus 34:6

Nehemiah 9:31

Jesus exhorts wus to “Be merciful, even as y
There is no doubt that any of us could name a day whenwe felt God’ s mer cy u
During our times of need, God invites us to come with confidence before His throne of
grace to receive His mercy (Hebrews 4:16). He shows His mercies everywhere and

every day!

our
pon u

2. Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-4. What are some ways that you can show mercy toward
others? How is the way you show mercy to others a reflection of what is going on
in your own heart?



In Scripture, the terms mercy and grace are often associated with one another, and
it is sometimes hard to distinguish between the two. Mercy is also associated with
God' s patience in delaying or even withholding de:
chapter, their connection will be discussed, as well as other communicable attributes
that we humans share, to some extent, with God. Notice these attributes of God are
not little separate pieces of God that make up God as whole, but are all equal and
perfect forms of these virtues that only He can encompass together at once. It would
be wrong to emphasize one attribute over the other, or think that God is of wrath in
some parts of Scripture, and of mercy in other parts — God is unchanging, and the
same yesterday, today, and tomorrow!

Conclusion

It is these very shared attributes that enable us to live out the additional moral
gualitiesthatt he apostl e Peter wrote about, with the res
yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true
knowl edge of our Lord Jes We m&ifeelioserwhelfhet atPtleet e r 1:8)

ideaofi ncreasingly displaying in our own | ives God's
love and mercy, as He has commanded us. We may even consider it humanly

i mpossi bl e, and it i s, apar't from God’'s Spirit [
LIFEverse

Memory Verse: Galatians 5:22-23a
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.



Scripture Verses

Lev. 11:4445 For | amtheLORDYyour God. You shall therefore consecrate yourselves,

and you shall be holy; fordmholy. Neither shall you defile yourselves with any creeping thing
that creeps on the eartffFor | amthe LORDwho brings you up out of the land of Egypt, to be
your Gal. You shall therefore be holy, foamholy.

1 Pet. 1:1416 As obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former asstsyour
ignorance;**but as He who called yds holy, you also be holy in ajour conduct*®because it
iswritten,iBe holy, for | am holy.d

Rom. 12:13 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to Gatiich isyour reasonable servicBAnd do not
be conformed to this world, but be teflarmed by the renewing of your mind, that you may
prove whais that good and acceptable and perfect will of Giar | say, through the grace
given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to giihknselimore highly than he ought to
think, but to hink soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.

Gen. 18:1819 Since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed in hiffizor | have known him, in order that

he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the

way of thd.ORD, to do righteousness and justice, thatltl@RD may bring to

Abraham what He has spoken to him.

Matt. 5:6 Blessedare those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they shall be filled.

Nahum 1:28 Godis jealous, and the ORDavenges; TheORDavenges and furious. The
LORDwill take vengeance on His adversaries, And He resevwath for His enemiesThe
LORDis slow to anger and great in power, And will not at all acdjué wickedTheLORD has
His way In the whirlwind and in the storm, And the cloadsthe dust of His feetHe rebukes
the sea and makes it dry, And dries up all the rivers. BashaQardel wither, And the flower
of Lebanon wilts>The mountains quake before Him, The hills melt, And the eheves at His
presence, Yes, the world and all who dwell ifMitho can stand before His indignation?

And who can endure the fierceness of His anger? His fury is poured out likkeniiréhe rocks
are thrown down by HinfTheLORDis good, A stronghold in the day of trouble; And He
knows those who trust in HifiBut with an overflowing flood He will malea utter end of
its place, And darkness will pursue His enemies.

Eph. 5:6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the
wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.



Rom. 2:3210 Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever
you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same’Bingee

know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practicthsigsh

3And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same,
that you will escape the judgment of GE6? do you despise the riches of His goodness,
orbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodneSsafeads you to repentance?

®But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for
yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of\@uak wi | |

render to each one according to his d e e &’s'@ternal life to those who by patient continuance in

doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortalftyyt to those who are sedeeking and do not

obey the truth, but obey unrighteous@esslignation and wrath’tribulation and anguish, on

every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Gfeekglory, honor, and

peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

1 John 4:712 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and enemytho loves is

born of God and knows GotHe who does not love does not know God, for God is bvéhis

the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through HirtIn this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved
us and sent His Sdn bethe propitiation for our sins"'Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one anothéfNo one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God
abides in usand His love has been perfected in us.

Exodus 34:6And theLORDpassed before hi nLORDtleLPRDoc | ai med,
God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth.

Nehemiah 9:3Nevertheless in Your great mercy Yta not utterly consume them nor forsake
them; For Youware God, gracious and merciful.

2 Corinthians 1:3! Blessedethe God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfoftyho comforts us in all our tribulationhat we may be able to
comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by
God.



