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Memory Verse: Galat ians 5:22-23a 
But the f ru i t  of  the Spir i t  is  love, joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness, goodness,  

fa i thfu lness,  gent leness, self -contro l.  
 
 
Gett ing Started 
 

Picture th is  scene:  I t  is  a f r ig id December af ternoon.  You are bundled up in 
your  new blue coat,  passing out sandwiches downtown wi th your LIFEgroup .  You feel  
pretty good about  yourself ,  as you show r ighteousness, love and mercy – al l  the b ig 
ones!  You hand out the next  p last ic -covered sandwich,  and an o ld man quiet ly says, 
“Thank you.” You pause for a moment. You have been doing your “good deed” all 
afternoon wi thout  th ink ing twice about i t .  But now you feel pathet ic .  Something does 
not seem r ight.  Then i t  h i ts you. Here you are in the comfort of  your b lue coat,  whi le  
the man who just  passed can barely keep warm. What feel ings r ise up wi th in you? Are 
they feel ings of  gui l t? Sadness? Compass ion? Anger? You have heard in church that 
God wants  Chr is t ians to act  dif ferent ly f rom the rest  of  the wor ld, yet  you real ize we 
can be as apathet ic  to the injust ice around us as the next person. We have seen 
God’s mercy showered upon us, yet  we do not necessar i ly extend the same grace to 
others.  
 
 

I t  is  crucia l to remember that a lthough we share these at tr ibutes wi th God, no 
at tr ibute is  complete ly d isplayed in us ,  s ince we,  as humans have l im itat ions. Too 
of ten we use that  as an excuse and then fa i l  to l ive up to the high cal l ing that  we have 
in Chr is t .  The quest ion to ask ourselves is  whether we are giv ing fame or shame to 
the Lord Jesus.  
 

Chr is t  l ived on earth as a man and d ied,  not only to atone for  our  s ins,  but  also 
so that we may unders tand who God is ,  and how we are to be l ike Him. The at tr ibutes  
we wi l l  br ief ly d iscuss in th is  lesson  are God’s 1) holiness, 2) righteousness, 3) wrath, 
4) love, and 5) mercy – God’s moral attributes. You will see that as we further study 
God’s character, the true joy of salvation comes when we understand and obey His 
call  for  us  to be more l ike Him.  
 
GODôS HOLINESS 
  

Throughout Scr iptures, God is character ized as the Holy One (Psalm 71:22; 89:18;  
Isa iah 1:4;  5:19) .  What  does i t  mean to say that God is holy? It means that He is “set 
apart” from sin and “devoted to seeking his own honor.” God hates sin and cannot sin. 
He commands us to be set  apart  f rom the wor ld because He sees the danger of  l iv ing 
in the wor ld apart  f rom Him. God des ires for  us to l ive as He intended.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Discussion 

 
1.  Read the fol lowing Scr iptures and cons ider  why God cal ls us to be holy:  
 
Lev i t icus 11:44-45 
 
1Peter 1:14-16 
 
The bottom l ine is th is :  W e are to be _________ because God is  ___________.  
 
2.  Read Romans 12:1-3. God cal ls  us to a very h igh s tandard. Think about the terms 

holy,  l iv ing , and sacr i f ice separate ly.   
 
Holy 
 
 

Living 
 
 
Sacr if ice  
 
 
3.  How is  l iv ing a l i fe of  holy sacr i f ice  more of  a posi t ive act ion (choosing to obey 

God) rather than a negat ive act ion (ref ra in ing f rom cer tain behaviors?)  
 
 
GODôS RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUSTICE 
 
In  the Engl ish language,  r ighteousness  and just ice  are two d if ferent words,  but these 
two words are actual ly the same word in the or ig inal  Hebrew Old Testament  and the 
Greek New Testament . To s tate that God is r ighteous is  to say that God is the u l t imate 
standard of  what is  r ight  and just .  
 
Discussion 

 
 
W hat comes to mind when you hear the words r ighteousness and just ice? W hat do 
r ighteousness and just ice mean to you?    
 
 
 ñWe may see non-just ice in God,  which is mercy,  but we never see in just ice in God."  
 -  R.C.  Sproul  
 

 
 
So,  now we unders tand why God is both r ighteous and jus t,  and why i t  is  important  

that  He is  those th ings. Romans 3:25 -26 s tates that God is cons istent even in His  
deal ing with us when speak ing of  Jesus Christ ,  ñwhom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show Godôs 
righteousness, because in h is d iv ine forbearance he had passed over former  s ins . I t  
was to show his  r ighteousness at  t he present t ime,  so that  he might be jus t and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.ò 
 
This at tr ibute of  God appears more than 800 t imes in Scr ipture.  Yet  how much do we 
th ink  about  l iving r ighteous ly and pursuing just ice in  the wor ld around us?  

http://www.theopedia.com/R.C._Sproul


1.  Read and d iscuss wi th your LIFEgroup what  God says about  pursuing af ter  
r ighteousness and just ice:  

 
Genesis  18:18-19 
 
 
Matthew 5:6  
 

2.  You can pursue jus t ice in more ways than feeding the homeless.   You can get  
involved in a mentor ing program for underpr iv i leged k ids . How about  
volunteer ing with spec ial -needs students , or  orphans and widows in your 
church? You can stand against  domest ic v io lence or  rac ism that may be 
present ,  though h idden,  wi th in a church body.  You can act ive ly seek af ter  
r ighteousness in the workplace on eth ical  issues. W hat is  one pract ical  act ion 
to which you or your  small  group can commit yourselves to show your  pursuit  
af ter  jus t ice?(Mat thew 25:33-46)  

 
 
GODôS WRATH 
 

John 3:18-19 
Whoever bel ieves in Him is not  condemned, but wh oever does not bel ieve is 

condemned already,  because he has not bel ieved in the name of  the only  Son of God.  
And th is is  the judgment : the l ight  has come into the wor ld, and people loved the 

darkness rather  than the l ight  because their  deeds were ev i l  
 
Many people in our culture describe God as a God of love, even those who don’t really 
know Him. While folks may like to talk about God’s love whether they’re Christians or 
not (and we’ll talk about God’s love in the next section) we need to remember He is 
also a God of  wrath. He r ightfu l ly d isplays and acts  upon His  anger in spec if ic  
circumstances, and He is just in doing so. One dictionary defines wrath as “1: strong 
vengeful anger  or  indignat ion 2:  retr ibutory punishment  for  an of fense or a cr ime:  
d ivine chastisement.” 
 
Discussion 

 
1.  What provokes God’s wrath? Read and discuss the following verses about some 
situations that arouse the Lord’s anger:  

 
Nahum 1:2-8 
 
 
Ephes ians 5:6  
 
2.  How of ten do you think  of  th is  attr ibute as one for  which you should be thankful? 

Why or why not?  
 

You may hes itate to th ink  of  God in th is way because you see wrath as how we 
of ten respond in anger  – irr i tably,  f l ippantly,  impuls ively or  cruel ly – instead of  seeing 
i t  as a required react ion against s in.  People usual ly feel  anx ious in t h ink ing about God 
th is  way.  But th ink  of  what  i t  would be l ike i f  God were not ext reme in hat ing evi l ,  
in jus t ice and s in.  What i f  He were pleased by these th ings or  apathet ic toward them? 
We should recognize that of fense at s in is  a des irable qual i t y .  
 
We must also realize that incurring God’s wrath is a choice people make for 
themselves.  



 
 
3.  Read Romans 2:1-10. What is  the apost le Paul warning us against? How ser ious ly 

do you cons ider  your  own s ins against  God and others?  
 
 
4.  What is  true repentance? W hat does  Romans 2:1-10 say about those who do not  

seek af ter  true repentance in their  own l ives?  
 
 
5.  Have you been imitating God’s wrath in the pursuit of sanctification of your own 

life? In other  words,  do you get angry about  your  own s in? W hat is  something that  
He has been pressing upon your heart to repent of? If you haven’t seriously 
thought  about  th is,  take some t ime now to ref lec t on an area in your l i fe  where God 
is ask ing you to repent.  

 
 

I t  is  common for  Chr is t ians to ta lk  about being saved f rom their  s ins o r f rom 
eternity in hell. But Paul reminds us that we are saved from God’s wrath: “Since, 
therefore we have now been jus t i f ied by h is  b lood,  much more shal l  we be saved by 
him from the wrath of God… More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation” (Romans 5:9, 11). 
 
 
 
Saved From What?  
ñWhat do we need to be saved from? We need to be saved from God ï not  from k idney 
stones,  not  from hurr icanes, not from mi l i tary  defeats . What  every human being needs 
to be saved from is  God.  The las t th ing in the wor ld the impenitent s inner ever wants 
to meet  on the other s ide of  the grave is  God. But  the glory  of the gospel is  that  the 
One from whom we need to be saved is the very One who saves us. God in sav ing us 
saves us from Himself.ò 

-  R. C. Sproul  
GODôS LOVE 
 
 

God loves us!  There is  no bet ter  way to explain God’s love for us than to read 
John 3:16-17: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
bel ieves in him should not  per ish but  have eternal l i fe .  For  God did not  send His Son 
into the wor ld to condemn the wor ld,  but in order  that  the wor ld might be saved 
through him.” That is great news. 
 

To satisfy God’s righteous wrath, Christ was sent to pay the penalty for the sins 
of those who trus t Him to be their  Lord and Savior .  Read in Romans 5:6 -8 why God’s 
love in doing th is is  a l l  the more amazing.  
 

The Greek word for gospel  (euangel ion) literally means “good news.” And since 
God showed His  love for us in the greatest way possib le,  we cannot help but  ex tend 
our love back to Him! What should be our immediate response to God’s love? Jesus 
says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment” (Matthew 22:37-38) . 
Another immediate response to God’s love is given in the second commandment: “You 
shal l  love your neighbor as yourself .  On these two commandments  depend al l  the Law 
and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:39-40) .  
 
 



Discussion 

 
1.  In  1  John 4:7-12 who is the source and ini t ia tor  of  love? When Christ ians show 
God’s love to one another, what happens? 

 
 
Easy or Hard? 
Showing Godôs Love to Others in Your Life 
 

Think about how you show God’s love to your spouse, children, immediate and 
extended fami ly members,  f r iends, coworkers, bosses, the person who cuts you of f  on 
the road, neighbors, s t rangers or  even  enemies.  Note on the char t below how easy or 
d if f icu lt  i t  is  to show love to al l  the people you encounter dai ly.  

 
 

 

People I  Encounter Dai ly  Easy to Show Love Hard to Show Love 

Spouse   

Chi ldren   

Other  Fami ly Members    

Friends   

Coworkers    

Bosses   

Drivers  on the Road   

Neighbors    

Strangers    

Enemies    

 
 
GODôS MERCY 
 
A natural extension of God’s love is His mercy that He extends to us. God’s mercy 
may be def ined as His  goodness g iven f reely upon people in the midst  of  suf fer ing and 
despair .   
 
Discussion 

 
Discuss the nature of  the mercy God of fers in the fo l lowing verses:  
 
Exodus 34:6  
 
Nehemiah 9:31 
 
 
Jesus exhorts us to “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36). 

There is no doubt  that  any of  us could name a day when we fe lt  God’s mercy upon us. 
Dur ing our  t imes of  need, God invites us to come with conf idence before His  throne of  
grace to receive His  mercy (Hebrews 4:16).  He shows His  mercies everywhere and 
every day!  
 
2.  Read 2 Cor inth ians 1:3-4. W hat are some ways that you can show mercy toward 

others? How is the way you show mercy to others a ref lec t ion of  what is  going on 
in your  own hear t?  

 
 



In  Scr ipture, the terms mercy  and grace  are of ten assoc iated wi th one another,  and 
i t  is  somet imes hard to d ist inguish between the two. Mercy is a lso assoc iated wi th 
God’s patience in delaying or even withholding deserved punishment. In the following 
chapter ,  their  connect ion wi l l  be d iscussed,  as wel l  as  other  communicable attr ibutes 
that  we humans share,  to some extent,  wi th God.  Not ice these at tr ibutes of  God are 
not l i t t le separate p ieces of  God that  make up God as whole,  but are a l l  equal and 
perfect  forms of  these v ir tues that only He can encompass together  at  once.  I t  would 
be wrong to emphasize one attr ibute over the other,  or  th ink  that God is of  wrath in  
some par ts of  Scr ipture,  and of  mercy in other parts  – God is unchanging, and the 
same yesterday,  today, and tomorrow!  
 
Conclusion 
 

I t  is  these very shared attr ibutes that  enable us to l ive out  the addi t ional  moral 
qual i t ies that the apostle Peter wrote about, with the result that “if these qualities are 
yours and are increas ing, they render you neither useless nor  unfru it ful  in  the true 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:8). W e may feel  overwhelmed at the 
idea of  increasingly displaying in our own lives God’s holiness, righteousness, wrath, 
love and mercy,  as  He has commanded us. We may even cons ider  i t  humanly 
impossible, and it is, apart from God’s Spirit living in and enabling us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIFEverse 
 

Memory Verse: Galat ians 5:22-23a 
But the f ru i t  of  the Spir i t  is  love, joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness, goodness,  

fa i thfu lness,  gent leness, self -contro l.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scripture Verses 
 

Lev. 11:44-45  For I am the LORD your God. You shall therefore consecrate yourselves,  

and you shall be holy; for I am holy. Neither shall you defile yourselves with any creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth. 
45

For I am the LORD who brings you up out of the land of Egypt, to be 

your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.  
 

1 Pet. 1:14-16 As obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your 

ignorance; 
15

but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 
16

because it 

is written, ñBe holy, for I am holy.ò 

 

Rom. 12:1-3 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 
2
And do not 

be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 

prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
3
For I say, through the grace 

given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 

think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.  
 

Gen. 18:18-19 Since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the  

nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 
19

For I have known him, in order that  

he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the  

way of the LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to  

Abraham what He has spoken to him. 

 

Matt. 5:6  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

For they shall be filled.  

 

Nahum 1:2-8 God is jealous, and the LORD avenges; The LORD avenges and is furious. The 

LORD will take vengeance on His adversaries, And He reserves wrath for His enemies; 
3
The 

LORD is slow to anger and great in power, And will not at all acquit the wicked. The LORD has 

His way In the whirlwind and in the storm, And the clouds are the dust of His feet. 
4
He rebukes 

the sea and makes it dry, And dries up all the rivers. Bashan and Carmel wither, And the flower 

of Lebanon wilts. 
5
The mountains quake before Him, The hills melt, And the earth »heaves at His 

presence, Yes, the world and all who dwell in it. 
6
Who can stand before His indignation?  

And who can endure the fierceness of His anger? His fury is poured out like fire, And the rocks 

are thrown down by Him. 
7
The LORD is good, A stronghold in the day of trouble; And He 

knows those who trust in Him. 
8
But with an overflowing flood He will make an utter end of 

its place, And darkness will pursue His enemies.  
 

Eph. 5:6  Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the  

wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

 

 

 

 

 



Rom. 2:1-10 Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever 

you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. 
2
But we 

know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things. 
3
And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, 

that you will escape the judgment of God? 
4
Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, 

orbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 
5
But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for 

yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 
6
who ñwill 

render to each one according to his deedsò:» 
7
eternal life to those who by patient continuance in 

doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality; 
8
but to those who are self-seeking and do not 

obey the truth, but obey unrighteousnessðindignation and wrath, 
9
tribulation and anguish, on 

every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; 
10

but glory, honor, and 

peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  

 

1 John 4:7-12  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God. 
8
He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

9
In this 

the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the 

world, that we might live through Him. 
10

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 

us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
11

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 

ought to love one another. 
12

No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God 

abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.  

 

Exodus 34:6  And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, ñThe LORD, the LORD  

God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth.  

 

Nehemiah 9:31 Nevertheless in Your great mercy You did not utterly consume them nor forsake 

them; For You are God, gracious and merciful.  

 

2  Corinthians 1:3-4  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

mercies and God of all comfort, 
4
who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 

comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by 

God.  

 

 


